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been organized, field days and athletic contests have been held and a 
system of efficiency records has been devised to gauge the comparative 
worth of the men in the routine performance of duty with a view to 
rewarding the most efficient at the end of each month and with a 
view to giving to each man when he applies for promotion a rating in 
accordance with his efficiency. 

By his appointment of Commissioner Woods Mayor Mitchell has 
demonstrated that the New York Police Commissionership is not an 
impossible position, but is one which requires in addition to native 
ability, specialized knowledge and training, and by his two years of 
successful administration of the department Commissioner Woods 
has proven to the citizens of New York and to the people of the 
country what students of police administration have always known 
that the police force of New York is composed of the finest body of 
men to be found in any municipal police force in the world and that 
its shortcomings in the past have been due largely to lack of the most 
competent direction. For the first time in the history of the city the 
people are proud of the efficiency of their police force and this result 
must be ascribed to the improved administrative methods of Com- 
missioner Woods. 

New York City. Leonhard Felix Fuld. 

Inferior Criminal Courts Act. By Adolphus Ragan, 1916, pp. 256. 

The author of this volume is the Chief Clerk of the Children's 
Court of the City of New York, and was formerly Chief Clerk of the 
City Magistrates' Courts of that city. The volume contains the Inferior 
Criminal Courts Act of 1910, under which the Court of Special Ses- 
sions, the Children's Court and the City Magistrate's Courts were or- 
ganized and all statutes enacted in 1911, 1912, 1913, 1914, 1915 and 
1916 to amend this Act, together with the principal decisions of the 
appellate criminal courts affecting these inferior criminal courts. The 
official rules of all of* these courts are also included. 

This volume is certain to prove to be a most convenient and valu- 
able book of reference for the magistrates and the justices of the in- 
ferior criminal courts and for the lawyers who practice in these courts. 
The publication of a similar volume by every large city is strongly to 
be recommended because of its valuable influence upon the certain ad- 
ministration of justice in courts in which the cases are disposed of 
most hurriedly because of the pressure of business. 

Special mention should be made of the excellent indices in this 
volume which are unusually ample, well-arranged and conducive to 
quick- and ready reference purposes. 

New York City. Leonhard Felix Fuld. 

Report of Inspectors of Penitentiaries of Canada for the Fiscal 
Year Ended March 31, 1915. To Hon. Chas. G. Doherty, K. C. 
Minister of Justice, Ottawa, Canada. Price 20c. 
This report, though quite largely statistical, throws considerable 



